
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 4, 2021 at 10:00 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Gathering Music “How Firm a Foundation” —arr. Paul S. Jones Linda Quick, soprano 

 

Opening Sentences   Doug Gerdts 

One: With God, there is:  

All:  Forgiveness. 

One: Steadfast love. 

All: Great power to redeem. We wait for the Lord, who is our hope. Through the long night, 

we watch for God more passionately than for the sun’s first light! 

 

Hymn Meditation “Guide Me, O Though Great Jehovah” Anthony Sharp, piano 

 

*  Call to Confession 

One: If God kept track of sins, who would stand a chance? 

But with God, there is forgiveness. May God hear our request for mercy. 

 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Holy Three, Holy One, triune God, we confess that we do not believe that you 

have overcome sin and death. We are more in touch with the pangs of our 

weakness than we are with the power of your love. 

 In fear, we worship idols; in despair, we collapse in hopelessness; in rage, we 

seek to dominate others. 

O Spirit of the Living God, grant us peace. Send us out with the good news: 

nothing can withstand the victory of the cross and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

One: Hear and believe this good news: 

Jesus, the Christ, son of Mary, Son of the Most High God, was broken and poured out 

for our salvation. 

All:  In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen. 
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*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Savior God, speak to us through Jesus Christ, your living Word, in whose name we 

pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and flesh. For 

some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said 

to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.” So all 

the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron 

before the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began 

to reign, and he reigned forty years. At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and 

at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. David occupied the stronghold, 

and named it the city of David. David built the city all around from the Millo inwards. And David 

became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon   Dr. Gerdts 

 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  

One: We will sit down where feet tire from the journey. 

We will sit down where grief bends the back. 

 

All:  We will sit down under roofs wrecked by artillery. 

We will sit down where cries sound from cracked walls. 

 

One: We will sit down where heat beats like hammers. 

We will sit down where flesh shivers in cold. 

 

All:  We will sit down where bread bakes on thin charcoal. 

We will sit down where there is no grain in baked fields. (cont.) 
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One: We will sit down with those who dwell in ashes. 

We will sit down in shadow and in light. 

 

All:  We will sit down, making friends out of strangers. 

We will sit down, our cup filled with new wine. 

 

One: We will sit down and let love flow like language. 

We will sit down where speech needs no words. 

 

All:  We will sit together at the table with no edges. 

We will sit to share one loaf, in Christ’s name, in one world. 

 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, 

broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

*  Hymn #262 “God of the Ages” (page 7 below) 

 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

 

Sending Music  “America, The Beautiful” —arr. Samuel A Ward Anthony Sharp, piano 

 

 

   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 

 

COVID POLICIES – You are welcome to wear a mask, but they are no longer required for those who have 

been fully vaccinated; worship will now include singing once children have left the service—singing of the 

second hymn is permitted, though humming is also encouraged; chairs will be set up with space between 

them, but strict social distancing requirements are relaxed. We continue to show appropriate caution while 

applauding the progress this represents. 

 

THE NURSERY AND CHILDREN’S CHURCH ARE ON HOLIDAY TODAY – When it is not July 4th, 

there is a nursery available during worship for infants-3-year-olds. You can find and fill out necessary drop-

off information here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Also on non-holiday Sundays, children ages 4-

10 are invited to join us in Children’s Church in the CE Room for a bible story, craft, and some play. Masks 

are required. We look forward to seeing you next week! Any questions concerning children’s programs, do 

not hesitate to reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling.  

 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR VBS 2021 – Knights of the North Castle, July 26-30 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

for children ages 4-10. Become Knights on a quest to the North Castle in a frozen land to find the King’s 

Armor. We are looking forward to another great VBS week filled with music, games, crafts, and bible stories. 

Let’s take up the gauntlet and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be strong with God! Info and registration 

here. Due to limited spacing this year your child(ren)’s spot in camp will not be confirmed until payment is 

received. Registration alone is not a confirmed spot in camp. If there is available space for your child(ren), you 

will be sent information regarding payment. Once payment is received, your spot will be confirmed. 

 

TEEN AND ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   

     Children’s Church: Volunteers are needed to teach our young friends each Sunday during the worship 

service. All that is needed is a willingness to read a story and facilitate a craft. Gabrielle Heimerling will 

provide you with everything you need to help with the class – all we need is you! All classes will take place in 

the CE Room (formerly the yoga room) on the lower level. 

     VBS:  Calling all Shepherds! Hello teens – we are looking to you to shepherd our campers through various 

stations this summer. Come relive your crafting, playground and choir days with us. VBS will run from July 

26th-30th. It’s always such a fun week made all the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling 

to sign up. 

     VBS:  Calling all Station Leaders! Hello grown-ups – we are looking to you to help us staff our various 

stations for VBS. Please consider helping with Games, Crafts, or Bible Story. All supplies and lessons will be 

supplied to you – all we need is you! VBS will run from July 26th-30th. It’s always such a fun week made all 

the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling to sign up. 

 

CONVERSATION ON RACE – We are taking a break this week but offer this resource on racial identity 

for reflection. The Conversation resumes on July 11 with a discussion about observations from visits to 

other houses of worship. All are welcome to join in, regardless of whether you have joined prior 

conversations on race or not! Conversation meets after worship in the choir room, across the hall from 

Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Becky Bryan.   

 

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing and open to all. The text for 

the coming week is Mark 6:14-29.  

 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://www.myvbs.org/fpchknights2021/
https://www.myvbs.org/fpchknights2021/
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/RacialIdentityreflection.pdf
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
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BIBLE WORKSHOP: A GUIDE THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT HAS BEGUN! Workbooks are 

still available. The course is a combination of online teaching and discussion led by Doug and weekly 

homework in the workbook. Work can also be done on your own. Course meets on Mondays from 11:00 a.m. 

to noon on Zoom. Questions? Contact Doug.  

 

MEMBER CARE COORDINATION TEAM – If you know of needs in the congregation, please contact 

anyone on the team. Please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org with questions or comments. 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

ST. WILFRID’S – This week marks the 67th straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has 

distributed food during the pandemic: 87 bags this week, 6,200 total. Over 155,000 pounds of food and dry 

goods have been distributed by the all-volunteer, everything-donated, nobody-gets-paid Open Door Clinic. 

Thank you all for your generous collections and contributions.  

Needs: Canned fruits and veggies, applesauce, adult diapers—large and extra-large, wipes, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, soap, deodorant, and always plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to 

line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. All items may be dropped off weekdays in 

the St Wilfrid’s bin behind Grace Church and on Sundays on the table outside FPC Fellowship Hall or on the 

table outside the door to the offices of the church. Box fans are greatly needed and may be dropped off or sent 

to Corey Crumley at 40 Warwick Rd., Haddonfield. Help is needed with foodbank pickup and drop off 

on July 9 and July 16. If you might be interested, email Rose Guthrie intrepidrose@hotmail.com. Also, if you 

are available to help on Saturdays filling food bags or distributing food OR interpreting Spanish to help 

fill out forms for new clients, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 and leave a message. Check out the 

website for additional information: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

AUGUST WORKSHOPS ON VISITATION AND PRAYER – Beginning August 5th Pastor Nikki will be 

offering a series of Equipping Workshops for people who wish to deepen their life of faith, spiritually 

strengthen relationships, and develop a compassionate posture to all God’s children. All workshops will be 

offered at 6:30 on Thursday evenings via Zoom: 

• August 5th: The Art and Skill of Home and Hospital Visitation 

Our time will be dedicated to tips and suggestions for making in-house visits, and providing resources for 

those desiring to visit the hurting and lonely. We will examine the healing spiritual gifts that every person 

brings to the table in challenging situations. This workshop is recommended for Deacons, Elders, and 

those who feel called to a ministry of visitation.   

• August 12th: Prayer Workshop #1 

• August 19th: Prayer Workshop #2 

• August 26th: Prayer Workshop #3- Guest Speaker 

Each week participants will be introduced to a different prayer technique, and we will hear what Jesus, 

Thomas Merton, Richard Rohr, and C.S. Lewis, among others, have to say about prayer. On August 26th, 

Laraine Thulin will be our guest facilitator. Laraine is the Leader for the Prayer Ministry Team at 

Excelsior Covenant Church in Minnesota.      

 

THERE WILL BE AN IN-PERSON STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING on Monday, Sept. 2 

at 6:30. Watch for more information in the coming weeks. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.orgA
mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82099756722


6 

 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR JULY 11: Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been 

raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And 

others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom 

I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 

prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been 

telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, 

and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 

man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But 

an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 

leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the 

king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her, 

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What 

should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and 

requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply 

grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king 

sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought 

his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about 

it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 

prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 

please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 

the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 

Prayers for the Church 

• Prayers for all those seeking protection and relief from hate, abuse, and violence (anonymous request - 

6/29) 

• Prayers for peace and healing for all those living and coping with anxiety and depression (anonymous 

request - 6/29) 

• Prayers for Jean Russell on the death of her husband Dave (pastors - 6/29) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their well-being! (6/29-pastors)  

• Prayers for Joan Fiorella and her continued recovery. (6/25 - pastors) 

• Praise the Lord!  Bob St. Marie turned 90! (6/25 - pastors) 

• Please pray for Linda O’Neill’s continued recovery! (6/25 - pastors) 

• Continued prayers for Bill Generao (and his family) as he starts treatment for a serious autoimmune disease 

after months of being sick and looking for answers. (6/16- D. Wackes) 

• Joy! Prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Noah William Hurford, born on Mother’s Day to Alicia and 

Joe of Bryn Mawr, PA.  Noah is the grandson of Alan and Amy Stedman! (6/9 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Scotty Tatem’s spiritual uplifting! (6/9 - pastors) 

• Please pray for Roy Brostrand’s continued recovery from an emergency hip replacement (6/9 - L. O’Neill) 

• An anonymous plea and prayer for the addicted and their families (6/5) 

• Prayers for Jane Poynton who is now on hospice (6/5 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Betsy Anderson who had her left shoulder replaced on June 21st! (6/5 - pastors) 

• Pray for Ben Meams who is suffering with Guillain Barre syndrome (5/21 - J. Wackes) 

• For Gail after cancer surgery as she undergoes chemotherapy (5/21 - L. Hess) 

• Ken Koczur who is undergoing chemotherapy for MDS - myelodysplastic syndrome (5/11 - R. Davis)  
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

 

 

♦ 

 

Congratulations to Deacons Scholarship Recipients and their families! 

 

  
 

From left to right, Julia Piotrowski, Olivia Willison, Lauren                          Branson Wilson 

Crumley, Pete Devine, father of recipient Lianne Gormley-Devine  

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/

